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Endangered Species Review and Interim Protections Sought for Little Brown Bats 
Bat Disease Could Cause Regional Extinction of Once-common Species

BOSTON— Scientists and conservation groups filed a formal request today asking the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to determine if little brown bats, once the most common bat species in the Northeast, need protection 
under the Endangered Species Act because of a fast-spreading, lethal disease called white-nose syndrome. The 
disease has already killed more than a million bats in the United States and scientists say it could wipe out little 
brown bats in the Northeast within the next two decades. 

“The little brown bat is in imminent danger of extinction in its northeastern core range due to white-nose 
syndrome, and the species is likely in danger of extinction throughout North America,” said Dr. Thomas H. Kunz, 
a leading authority on bats at Boston University who coauthored a study earlier this year on the impacts of white-
nose syndrome on the little brown bat.

Kunz and another bat scientist, Dr. Jonathan D. Reichard, conducted their own status review of the species that 
was submitted along with today’s request to the Fish and Wildlife Service. The review found that the little brown 
bat is at grave risk of disappearing from the region because of the impacts of white-nose syndrome, a disease 
first documented in upstate New York in 2006 that has already spread throughout the eastern United States as 
well as Quebec and Ontario. In some affected bat colonies in the Northeast, mortality rates from white-nose 
syndrome have been nearly 100 percent.  The status review was funded by a grant from Friends of Blackwater.  

.Groups signing on in support of the status assessment request are Kunz and Reichard’s Center for Ecology and 
Conservation Biology at Boston University, Friends of Blackwater Canyon, Wildlife Advocacy Project, Bat 
Conservation International and the Center for Biological Diversity. 

###

The Center for Ecology and Conservation Biology at Boston University was founded in 1996, and promotes an 
understanding of ecology and conservation biology through research, education, and outreach. 

Friends of Blackwater Canyon is a West Virginia organization with over 10,000 members, devoted to preserving 
the state’s wilderness and wildlife. 

Wildlife Advocacy Project assists grassroots activists in achieving long-term protection of wildlife and the 
environment, and in stopping the abuse and exploitation of animals held in captivity.

 Bat Conservation International is devoted to conserving the world’s bats and their ecosystems in order to 
ensure a healthy planet. Founded in 1982, the organization emphasizes sustainable uses of natural resources 

that benefit both bats and people.

The Center for Biological Diversity is a national, nonprofit conservation organization with more than 315,000 
members and online activists dedicated to the protection of endangered species and wild places.

Direct link to status review:  http://www.bu.edu/cecb/files/2010/12/Final-Status-Review.pdf

CECB website news headings: www.bu.edu/cecb/news.
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